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29 and 30 September 1858

Zeeland, Michigan

Excerpts from the minutes of the Classis of Holland in which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte was mentioned several times. He and others gave addresses at the beginning of
the session. Rev. Pieter J. Oggel replaced VR as permanent clerk. The Classis decided to
stop the system of rotation for president and elect them instead. VR was elected
president. He also read the list of gifts to the Academy since the last meeting of the
Classis.

Minutes of the Classis of Holland, volume I, 1858-1859, pp. 209-214.
In Dutch; translation by Nella Kennedy.
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CLASSICAL MEETING, HELD IN ZEELAND
ON SEPTEMBER 29 AND 30,1858

Present:
Delegates: Present as delegates from the congregations are:
J. Wiggers and W. Kremer, elders
Drenthe:
Graafschap: A. J. Neerken and G. Heemveld, elders
Grand Haven: Rev. P. J. Oggel and E. Takken, elder
Grand Rapids: G. Dalman and A. Esveld, elders
11_olland:
Dr. A. C. v~, J. Labots and G. Wakker, elders
Kalamazoo: J. A. Peyster, elder
Noordeloos: P. Heyboer, elder
Rev. G. J. Nykerk, M. Kok and H. Kleinheksel, elders
Overyssel:
L. Eibers, elder
Polkton:
Rev. A. Zwemer, 0. Yntema and K. de Vree, elders
Vriesland:
Rev. C. van der Meulen, A. Niemeyer and A. van Bree, elders
Zeeland:
Also present was Rev. G. van de Wall, former pastor of the Holland Reformed
congregation in East Millstone, classis New Brunswick, presently appointed as professor
at our Academy in Holland.
Finally, present as full representatives are two brethren from Wisconsin, namely Rev. S.
Bolks of Milwaukee and Rev. H. Stobbelaar of Alto, both delegated by the brethren from
Wisconsin in order to maintain fellowship with the brethren in Michigan.
Day ofPrayer
Prayer
Resulting from a proposal which had been made to set aside a day of prayer preceding the
fall meeting of the classis, a worship service was held on September 29, specifically set
aside for the late morning, together with the congregation of Zeeland. Instead of the
classical sermon scheduled to be given by the Rev. Oggel, the Rev. Stobbelaar delivered
a message based on
[p.210]
Romans 5:8. In the afternoon the following addresses were given by the leader of the
session, the Rev, van der Meulen, as well as Dr. van Raalte, the Revs. Bolks, Oggel and
van de Wall. Between the speeches songs were sung, and one of the elders, invited to do
so, led in prayer, after which the Rev. Nykerk closed the meeting with prayer. During the
meeting held at night, the Rev. Zwemer and other brethren prayed most movingly. In

2genuine love, in the sweet presence of the Lord the delegates spent the day, while also
dealing with the affairs of God's church and kingdom in general, and in particular with
the congregation of Zeeland, which has been devastated by illness. These concerns were
brought before the throne of grace in prayer and supplication.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 31. FIRST SESSION
Opening of the meeting

Art. 1. In the absence of the president of the previous session, prevented from attending
due to illness, the minister of this congregation, the Rev, van der Meulen, opened the
meeting. After singing Psalm 91:7, the elder G. Dalman is requested to open with prayer.
Clerk

Art. 2. Before accepting the position of leadership of the session, which is held by
rotation, it was decided to choose a permanent clerk instead of Dr. van Raalte. The Rev.
Oggel was chosen.
[211]
Presidency

Art. 3. Considering that the number of pastors belonging to this classis steadily increases,
and that more than previously the assembly has a wider choice for the position of
president of classis, it was decided that a president will be chosen by election instead of
in rotation.
Van Raalte, Praeses

Art. 4. Dr. van Raalte is chosen as president of classis with a majority of votes. After
having accepted the position, he opens with prayer.
Van de Wall

Art. 5. The Rev, van de Wall hands in a document, drawn up by the classis of New
Brunswick, in which it appears that the pastor, after having indicated that he wished to be
united with this classis, was dismissed honorably and with good references. It was
decided to recognize the Rev, van de Wall as member of this body. The president invites
him to be seated, steering him to the leading of God's grace and furthermore desires that
he will work among us fruitfully and as a blessing. The Rev, van de Wall assents to this
and requests the prayers of the delegates on his behalf.
From Wisconsin

one of the members it appears that the proposal, according to Section 10 of Art. III of our
Church Order, cannot be considered.
The proposal causes much discussion, with regard to the difficulties connected to the
serving of the congregation in Pella. In order to ameliorate the objections as much as
possible, the gathering decides that ministers of classis will preach weekly in those
congregations whose pastor goes to Pella, paid for by classis so that these congregations
will be spared extra costs. According to the decision made earlier, the Revs. Van
Raalte, van der Meulen and Oggel are charged with arranging visits to Pella.
Congregational and school costs

Art. 11. Dr. van Raalte reads to the brethren about gifts to the Academy since the last
meeting.
[214]
Afterwards a few more gifts are mentioned and classical costs are considered
subsequently. In light of various things a committee is appointed to examine how many
classical costs exist and to apportion these to the congregations. The committee is also
instructed to investigate the needs of the school. Members of this committee are the
Revs. Van der Meulen, van de Wall and Oggel and the elders Labots and Wakker.
Committee to examine Synod Minutes

Art. 12. It was decided that the Revs. Zwemer and Nykerk, and the elder Peyster be
appointed as a committee to investigate the minutes of our Particular and General Synod,
held this year, and to submit a report in the afternoon session if there is anything in it
which relates to this meeting.
Report of the committee in Art. 27 of the previous meeting

Art. 13. The committee, noted in Art. 27 of the previous meeting, reports on the visit and
it appears that physical illness was the reason for the absence.
Sabbath schools

Art. 14. A request has come to us to establish a sabbath school in places where there is
no church, in order to be profitably engaged in the expansion of our churches. Since it is
reported that efforts to that end would be supported, it is decided that teachers of our
schools are charged to undertake this, in consultation with Dr. van Raalte.
[p.215]
Committee for matters arising between sessions

